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The promise of Africa 


Africa is taking charge of its destiny. Its vast potential— human and 
natural resource wealth, ecological and historical riches, and vibrant 
artistic, cultural, and intellectual traditions—is being harnessed by 


Africans for Africans. 


Leaders from across the continent have joined forces in a remarkable 
new plan known as the New Partnership for Africas Development 
(NEPAD). It’s a plan for the future on the many challenges facing 
Africa. Based on African leadership and support from the international 
community, it puts the emphasis on the essentials: peace and security, 
economic growth and investment, responsible governance, and new 


and stronger partnerships at home and abroad. 
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Today’s Africa is a region of contrasts. 
It is the poorest continent in the world, 
yet economic reform has allowed 
incredible growth in the number of 
successful small- and medium-sized 
businesses. Most people live two hours 
from the nearest phone, yet the number 
of Internet providers has increased 
more than thirtyfold in the last five 
years. And since the beginning of the 
1990s, 42 of the 48 sub-Saharan African 
countries have held democratic, 


multi-party elections. 


Canadians are familiar with Africa’s 
struggle with drought, poverty, HIV/AIDS, 
corruption, and war. Less well known is 
Africa’s progress in the fundamentals: 
economic reform, democratization, envi- 
ronmental management, and technological 
advances. Some countries still have a long 
way to go, many are at the point of takeoff, 
and some are already well on their way to 
growth and prosperity; but wherever they 
are on the development scale, all across 
the continent, Africans are on the move. 
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Good business, 
good development 


As Africa implements its plan for 
development, there will be opportu- 
nities, not only for Africans, who are 
leading the process, but also for their 
partners. Over the next decade, 

African demand will soar for health 
and education services, energy, roads, 
computers, raw materials for indus- 
try and agriculture, and much, much more. Africa will need support, 
cooperation and collaboration, and it will also need goods and services, 


investment, and trading partners. 


That’s good business for Africa 
and for its partners. It generates 
jobs, new technology, and profits. 
And it leads to growth. It’s also 
good development. With Africans 
setting the priorities and making 
the decisions, focusing on poverty 
reduction and good economic 
management, the benefits of 
economic growth in Africa can 
be shared by everyone. 


Canada and Africa 
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Canada’s links with African countries have 


been forged through family ties, cultural 
exchanges, trade, development cooperation, 
and shared membership in the communities 
of the Commonwealth and the Francophonie. 
Through the Canadian International 
Development Agency, Canadians have 
played an especially strong role in helping 
Africans reform and modernize their 
education systems, fight the AIDS pandemic, 
strengthen the role and status of women, 


and protect children at risk. 


We are joining the international community 
to support NEPAD. Canadians have much to 
offer: knowledge and experience in health 
care and education systems, technical 
expertise in transport and communications, 
innovation in environmental technology 
and life sciences, experience in community 
mobilization, and the promotion of human 
rights and democratic development. 
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A future made in Africa : 


The future envisioned in NEPAD is already here. In the Nile River 
Basin, 10 countries have put aside generations of conflict to manage 
this shared resource together. They have a plan, the Nile Basin 
Initiative (NBI), to increase trade, generate reliable and abundant 
energy and food supplies, end riverbank erosion and encroaching 
desertification, and provide a better standard of living for all those 
who depend on the river for their livelihoods. 
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Canada was one of the early : 
supporters of the NBI. Today, 
the international community 
is coming together to mobilize 
resources that will help Nile 
Basin countries realize their 
dream. This is the new way of 
working: supporting programs 
conceived, developed, and led 
by Africans. This is develop- 
ment that works—and lasts. 


Africa knows what it wants: 


a better life for all Africans, 
and pride of place in the global community. There’s room for Canada 
in the Africa of the 21st century as a member of a true partnership in 
which we collaborate as equals and support each other as friends. 


Sierra Leo 
Sierra Lec 


Guinée équatoriale 
Equatorial Guinea 
Sao Tomé-et-Principe 


Sao Tomé and Principe 


frica, nearly three times the size of Canada, has 
about 13 percent of the world’s population, or some 813 
million people. But about 25 percent of the world’s 
-poor—those living below the international poverty line 
of US$1 a day—live in Africa. Most of the 49 least- 
developed countries are in Africa. 


Les frontiéres sont approximatives. Avril 2002 Borders are approximate 


April 2002 
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Afrique, dont le territoire est presque trois fois plus — 
étendu que celui du Canada, abrite approximativement | 
13 % de la population mondiale, soit 813 millions d’habitants. — 

- C’est aussi en Afrique que vivent environ le quart des" 
pauvres de la planete, qui subsistent sous le seuil de la 
pauvreté selon les normes internationales, c’est-a-dire avec 
moins de 1 dollar américain par jour. C’est également en 
Afrique que se trouvent la plupart des 49 pays les moins 
développés du monde. 2 
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